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YERSP2T 15 not, Sir, to give you an 
SY RES > Account of &.- Conduct 
1; that we now write to you ; 
d SIDE we know you arc not in the 
DYASIS Circumſtance of approving 
it, and wc are much troubled at ir. Nor 
is it to Anſwer cither your injurious Lan- 
guage, or your Menaces ; the Holy Ghoſt 
confirms us againſt them both , when he 

A 2 tells 


Dt 
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x Pet. 3. tells us, Who is he that can hurt you , if 


I 3, 14» 


you do only that which is good ; but and if 
you ſuffer for Juſtice ſake, you ſhall be happy. 
Fear not what they would make you fear, nor 
trouble your ſelves; but ſanfifie our Lord 
God in your hearts, and be always ready to 
ſatisfie every one that asks you a reaſon of the 
hope which is in you. It 1s therefore in obe- 
dience to theſe laſt words we have now 
broken that profound Silence, in which 
the Moderation that our Faith, as yct but 
render, inſpires into us, would retain us, 
were we not oblig'd to render an Account 
of that Faith, and to hinder the weak from 
being ſcandaliz'd at the Reproaches you 
have caſt'upon us, and the Church from 
being diſhonord by thoſe who are not 
happy enough to know her. We ſhall not 
diſtinguuh among us, as you have done, 
the Libertines, thoſe Chriſtians whom you 
call cowardly ; nor thoſe whom you think 
you honor by the name of ſimple 4po- 
ſtates : becauſe we cannot believe, but thar 
Diviſion was rather a Figure and an Artifice 
then any real Effect of your Sincerity. For 
we are per{waded there 1s not one of theſe 
three 


(3) 


three pretended States, tho' never ſo Im- 
pious and Libertine, but your Zeal would 
willingly draw back again into your Party, 
and not one but you would rejoyce to ſce 
become a Martyr for your Religion. The 
haſte you would thereupon make to re- 
voke the Sentence againſt them , ſhould 
make you conſider with how much raſh- 
neſs vou have paſs'd it. Doubtleſs, Sir, 
you never thought of this, when you durſt 
pronounce, 7here was no further ſacrifice 
remaining for their ſins, and like a God 
upon Earth, condemn'd them to devouring 
Flames. 

Without examining too nicely this Judg- 
ment, God himlſelt lets us ſce the raſhneſs, 
of it, when he aſſures us the Prieſthood of Pl. r0g. 
Teſus Chriſt ſhail never have an end, be- 
cauſe he will offer eternally the Sacrifice of 
his Croſs for the Redemption of Sinners. 
The tranſgreſſions even of the wicked, ſay pg. ig. 
what you will, God will not remembex, as the 22, 23. 
Scripture tells us, from the moment he con- 
werts himſelf from them : tor I will not (faith 
the Lord by the mouth of his Prophet) zhe 
death of a ſinner, but that be ſhould return 


from 


; 
| 
| 
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(4) 
from his wickedneſs and live. But without 
doubt you will ſay this Converſion conſiſts 
in returning into your Church , which in 
your Letter you inyite us to. But can this 
Propoſition move a Chriſtian, it it could 
not have been proposd to him through | 
every Age. ſince the Death of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
And could this have been done Two hun- 
dred years ſince, before you had any ſuch 
thing as a Church? Ir 1s of no purpoſe to 
tell us, as we have ſo often heard, That |} 
your Church ſubſiſted always, but that it 
was invidible. For can the Church ſubſift 
R-am-10.14. Without Faith ; and Faith, ſaith St. Paul, 

without Preaching ; and Preaching with- 

out ſome Action that 1s both publick and 

viſible ? Have not you your ſeclyes taught 

Conf. de Foy. US, T hat where the Word of God is not re- 
o. ceived, and where the Sacraments are not in 
uſe, no Man can judge, properly ſpeaking, 

that there is a Church. All theſe Conſequen- 

ces have they not made you own, That 

at that time the State of the Church was diſ- 
continu'd ? How then could any one pro- 

poſc to a Neophyte to embrace that Faith 

which they could not make him know ? 
Neyer- 


C 
Nevertheleſs can we, Sir, believe, that for 
ſo vaſt a time, that according to your ſelves 
is from the Fourth or Fifth Age to this 
day, in which you tell us the viſible Church, 
which was no other but the Roman, was 
flld with Errors, or at leaſt fince the Tenth 
Age, when you aſſure us ſhe was fall'n into 
all manner of Superſutions and Idolatrics : 
Can we(I ſay) believe, that during fo long 
| a ſpace of years, the Gates of Heaven 
were ſhut, the Blood and Death of 7eſus 
Chrift were incftectual, the Kingdom of the 
Saviour of Mankind ceaſed, and the Em- 
pire of the Dey1il was full, entire, and ab- 
ſolute within the Houſe of the Son of 
God ? Do's not Feſus Chriſt himſelf reach us 
to the. contrary, That the gates of hell ſhall OS 2 6 
not prevail againſt his Church ? and that he $. 1c. +2. 
has pray d for her, that her faith ſhall never 3%- 
fail; in ſhort, that the holy Spirit ſhall re. 39" 14+ 
main with her for ever? 
We formerly, Sir, behiey'd according to 
the ancient Principles you taught us, That _ 
- 1s was enough to ſhew the truth of theſe 
words ; That there was a ſmall number of 
the Faithful who liv'd according to out- 
ward 
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ward appearances, in the Commumion of 
the Roman Church, but whoſe Hearts you 
aſſur'd us never adher'd to its Worſhip, 
But now you not only bid us preſerve or 
ſelves from that Illuſion, but alſo tell us, that 
nothing is more criminal then ſuch a thought ; 
That ſuch a Devotion is injurious to God ; 
That God requires ail or nothing ; and that 
ſince he is the Redeemer of both, he will be 
glorifi d by both. For 'tis not enough (ſay you 
after St. Paul) to believe in your heart to 
Juſtice ; but you muſt profeſs it with your 
mouth to ſalvation. We believe you, Sir, and 
we acknowledge our ſclyes oblig'd to you 
for ſo kindly contributing to confirm us 
more and more in the Church we are ſo 
lately enter'd into, by leaving us no fur- 
ther doubt of the newneſs of yours : For 
from henceforth where can we belieye your 
Church ſubſiſted during ſo many Ages, 
when you had neither Temples,nor Service, 
nor Aſſembly, nor Preachers , nor Sacra- 
ments, nor Faithful * You have endeayor'd 
hitherto to come off by telling us, as occaſi- 
on ſery'd, ſometimes that it was viſible, and 


ſometimes that it was invifible. You ſaid your 
ſelf 


(7) 
ſelfto M. de Meaux, That before the Refor= P. 125; 
mation, the truly Faithful were mingled with 
the reſt in the ſame outward Profeſſion. But 
thanks be to Heaven, we are now likewiſe 
caught by you, that we cannot believe with- 
out Illuſion, That one of the Faithful can pre- 
ſerve himſelf in the outward Communion of the 
Roman Church, altho' his Heart do's not in- 
cline to the Worſhip; and that there is no- 
thing more criminal then ſuch a thought. 
There remains then no turther doubt, but 
that, according to your ſelyes, not only 
the State of the Church , but even the 
Church it (elf, ro make uſe of your own 
Diſtin&tions, was diſcontinu'd and abroga- 
icd for the ſpace of many Ages, for that it 
could not maintain it ſelf within the Com- 
munion of the Roman , which alone had 
Churches and publick Worſhip: How can 
we reconcile this with what the Holy Ghoſt 
teaches us, That the Church is the Handy- 
work of the Son of God ; That ſhe 3s bis Ephecs. +. 
moſt dear and faithful Spouſe, that he pur- *6, 27. 
chaſed upon the Croſs by the Effuſion of his 
moſt precious Blood ; That he himſelf is the 
Head ; That ſhe is the Pillar and Ground of * Tim. 3 

| B T ruth : hep 
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Truth ; That ſhe is to be our Fudge in all our 
Controverſies, and fo Infallible, hat whoſo- 
ever do's not ſubmit to her Deciſions, is to be 
eſteem d as a Heathen or Publican ; in ſhort, 
That he will never forſake her, and that he 
will be always with her to the end of the 
World ? A Chriſtian ini{tructed in ſuch Leſ- 
ſons drawn out of the Holy Writ, can he 
find any difficulty to incline favourably 
towards the Roman Church , which you 
your ſclycs confeſs has ſtood from Feſus 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles down to this Day, 
either in full Purity, or at leaſt with ſome 
Alterations that you pretend have crept 
into it 2 We willnot cnter into an Exami- 
nation of the Errors that you impute to it, 
that 15not now our Buſineſs : but we muſt 
needs ſay for our own Juſtification, That 
among thoſe that gave us the greateſt hor- 
ror, there are ſome of them in which we 
{ee you had more Obſtinacy on your ſides 
then Reaſon. 

The Real Preſence, tor Example, of Feſus 
Chriſt inthe Euchariſt , was always repre- 
ſented to us as a Rock of Scandal in the 
Roman Church, as a Shclyc to Shipwrack 
Salva- 


9 
Salvation, and as a Monſtcr in Religion: 
yet this Doctrine, deteſtable as it is, was 
nevertheleſs receiy'd into your Church, and 
into your Communion with the Lutherans, 
who never doubted of 1t, and Preach'd it 
publickly. Ic 1s in vain to tell us, The 
Lutherans 'tis true believe that Feſus Chriſt 
1s preſent in the Sacrament, but they don't 
adore him : For not only your own Wri- 
ters, as Calvin, Beza, and others, condemn 
their Practicein this, bur maintain, That if 
Zeſus Chriſt be m the Bread, he ought to be 
thcre adored : And your own Church has 


declar'd by the Mouth of Dail, That if 


the Subjed matter which is call d the Sacra- 
ment of the Euchariſt, be in its ſubſtance not 
Bread, as ſhe believes, but the Body of Chriſt, 
as thoſe of Rome hold, it is evident that it 
may and ought to be ador d, ' becauſe the Body 
of Chriſt is an adorable SubjeF : Secing then 
accord:ng to you it 1s allow'd to believe, 
that eſus Chriſt is in the Sacrament ; it 
ought likewiſe to be permitted; according 
to your own Tencts;, and according to 
your own Authors, thoſe who believe him 
preſcnt, arc oblig'd to adore him there. So 

B 2 chat 
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that properly ſpeaking, the Adoration of 
the Sacrament 1s nothing elſe but a Cay1] 
ehar you make with the Church of Rome, 
to colour your Diviſion : As the Com- 
munion under one Species 1s another much 
more viſible, and as 11] grounded. 

Every one (lay you ) ought indifferently 
to receive the Cup, according to the Command 
of Jeſus Chriſt, againſt which it is unlaw- 
ful to attempt any thing. By this Article of 
your Faith we have been always poſleſs'd 


with a belief of the neceſſity of Commu- 


Art7eC 12, 


nion m both Kinds, and always thought 
the contrary Practice an overthrowing of 
the Conſtitution of the Sacrament : nor 
ſhould we yet have doubted of it, had not 
your own Practice at length open'd our 
Eyes, and difabus'd us. But now when we 
hear you determine 1n your Diſcipline, 
That the Bread alone ought to be 760 ro 
to fuch as cannot drink Wine, provided they 
make a Proteftation that it is not through 
contempt : Now when we ſee this Cuſtom 
cſtabliſh'd m your own Temples, why do 
you condemn that in the Church of Rome, 
which you allow and practice in your 

Own ? 


IT 


own ? It the Command of the Cup be 
poſitive , 1t 15 indiſpenſible ; if the Com- 
munion in both Kinds be of Divine Inſti- 
tution, 1t cannot admit of a Modification. 
But (ſay you) are we obligd to Impoſlibi- 
lities ? Without examuning this pretended 
Impoſſibility , which you ſuppoſe in the 
Faithful upon very ſlight Grounds, we will 
ſuppoſe it with you. But ought this want 
of Poſſibility in any to receive a Sacra- 
ment, deſtroy the Sacrament ? Thus In- 
firmity may diſpence with a Perſon from 
Receiving the Sacrament, and juſtifie his. 
abſtaining from it: but it canjuſtifie neither 
Miniſter nor Church that gives it ſo divi- 
ded and ſeparated, if God has declar'd it 
indivilible and inſeparable. In fine, if the 
retrenchment of one of the Species be a. 
violation of the Sacrament, and of the 
Command of Feſus Chriſt, no Church nor 
Reaſon can authorize it. What can we 
then conclude, when we ſee your Church, 
as well as that of Rome, practiſe the ſame 
Retrenchment, but that the Communion 
in both Kinds 1s neither of neceſſity, nor. 


commanded. 
It 


Daille Apol. 
Pp. 43+ 


(ER 
It is much the ſame concerning the Real 
Preſence. A Man that beholds Chriſtianity 


divided between the Adherents of Rome ; 


Luther, and Calvin, and finds that by the 
Doctrine taught in the Churches of the two 
firſt, 1t 1s abſolutely neceſſary for hs Sal- 
vation to believe, That Feſus Chriſt 1s really 
and ſubſtantially in the Exchariſt ; and hears 


you your ſelves ſaying, That rh;s Belief, a- 


gain{t which you are ſuch declar'd Enc- 
mies , 25 n0 obſtacle to Salvation ; that it 


contains nothing contrary either to Piety 
.or Charity, or the Honor due to God, or the 


Welfare of Mankind , could this Man de- 
termine with hinaſelf to tollow any other 


Doerime then that which he 1s aflur'd of 
on all Sides to be abſolutely neceſſary, or 
atleaſt no way prejudicial to Salyation ? 


Believe us, Sir, theſe infenſ{ible, tho' im- 


portant ' Steps of yours, have had greater 
power over aur Conſcicnces, then all the 


Dragoons, ſo terrible and ſo barbarous as 
your Pen hasſtudy'd todeſcribe them. Bur 
ſuppoſe - the apprehenſion of them had 
made ſome of us reflect upon theſe things, 
which perhaps we had otherwiſe never fo 
| much 


(13) 
much as thought of ; would this conclude 
any thing but what St. Paul ſaith, That 
Kings are Gods Miniſters for our good 2 Can 
you blame any Chriſtians tor Examining 
the Cauſes of a Perſecution before 1t comes 
upon them, ſince Feſus Chriſt has pro- 
mis'd to recompence only ſuch as ſuffer 
for his and for Juſtice ſake ? The Spirit of 
the Goſpel, do's it oblige us to meet Death 
boldly fo Error, or for Truth? or 1s 1t the. 
Suffering , or the Cauſe for which they 
ſuffer , that makes the Martyrs ? If the 
Cauſe then be tound to be Man's, and not 
that of God's, have you reaſon to diſclaim 
againſt thoſe who have only avoided tempo- 
ral Pumiſhments,to preſerve themſelves from 
thoſe which are more terrible and eternal ? 
'Tis then the proof of this Cauſe that de- 
ſerves your ncarcr application. Do not think 
to excuſe your ſelves by reaſon of the too 
grcat extent ſuch an Examination appears 
to haye,to fall us with greacer Contuſion and 
Sorrow for leaving your Church ; you 
nceded only to convince us of this one Ar- 


ticle of your Faith, which fxith, That God 4+. 31. 


rais d up certain Men in an extraordinary man- 
ner, 
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er, to Model the Church anew, that was fall n 


into Ruine and Deſolation ; Convince us, we 
ſay, but of this, and we ſhall always think 
our ſelves miſcrable tor being ſuch Rebels 
againit the Order of Divine Providence, 


and endeavouring by our Infidelity to de- 


ſtroy the Work of God. Bur you cry, It is 
in vain, ſeeing we can't believe it to be the 
Work-of Gol nor have any faith for this 
extraordinary Miſhon. 'Tis true, Zuinglins, 


Luth. Tra#. ] ther, and Calvin have born that 'Teſti- 


de Ver. Eccl. 


Reform. 


mony of themſelves : *Tis true, they have 


Cato. Toft. given themſelves the Titles of Apoſtles and 


bib. 4. cap. 3- 


Sef. 4. 
St. John 5. 
31. 


Evangeliſts ; but ſince Feſus Chriſt has ſaid, 
ſpeaking. of himſelf, If I bear teſtimony of 
my ſelf, my teſtimony is not true, what credit 
can that Teſtimony claim that your Pa- 


triarchs have only given of themſelves 2 


Where then ſhall we begin to judge ? for 
every cxtraordinary Muiſlion 1s vain and 
uſeleſs, if it brings not its Proof and Evi- 
dence to thoſe in favour of whom it is ftenc. 
Shall we know their Authority by ther - 
Miracles , by chair Works, or by thar 
Doctrine 2 Their Miracles were never 


known ; the Works of ſuch as are Enemics 


LO 


(15) 
to Virginity, to Vows of Chaſtity, Faſting, 
Abſtinence, Auſterities, Penance, Confeſſion 
of Sins, and to the Pains requir'd for their 
Expiation, are too oppoſite to the Spiric 
of the Goſpel, either to perſwade or edifice. 
Their Doctrine ſuppoſes their Miſſion, as 
St. Paul tells us, and therefore proves it 


not : for How ſhall they Preach, faith he, z1- Rom. 16 


leſs they be ſent 2? Without ſo much as *5: 
Examining this Doctrine to the bottom, 
their Diviſions, and the Contradictions 
that were between themſclyes, and remain 
to this Day among their Followers, in the 
chief Myſteriesof Faith, are they not whol- 
ly oppoſite to Truth, and the Unity of the 
Spirit of God ? Lutber will have it, That 
in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, be- 
{ides the Bread, the Body of Chrift 1s really, 
truly , and: corparcally contain'd.. Caluin 
dens that. the Body of Feſus Chriſt 1s 
contain'd in the Sacrament, but tells us it 
is however-communicated there, and really 
and ſubſtantiglly receiv'd: i Zainglius on the 
contrary ſays, That Feſus Chrift 15 neither 
contain'd, nor receiy'd, nor communicated 
in or by the Sacrament, -z only the _ 
«. 
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of Chriſt's Body , and the Effects of his 
Death and Paſſion. Did the Apoſtles and 
Evanegcliſts of Feſus Chriſt teach after this 
manner ? Do we find among them Con- 
traditions in the Myſteries of Faith, or in 
thew Doctrine? : What then, Sir, would 
you have us think of theſe three Apoſtles 
and Evangcliſts of your Reformation ? Into 
which of their Countries (for every one of 
them has his own particular) would you 
have us go to-live1n the Profeſſion of the 
Truth, as you adviſe us in your Letter ? 
For 'tis in this Sence we underſtand the Re- 
ſolution ' which [you -cunningly ſuppoſe 
we have made, : to: ſtay in the Boſom of 
Rome' only till we have put our Afﬀairs 
in order. . It ſeldom appertains to any bur 
to. God , to penetrate-1ſo .deep into the 
Hearts of Men':- However, Sir; make uſe 
of what time you have to determine to 
which of your three Evangeliſts we ought 
ro ſubmit, and which we ought to relic 
upon. . Otherwiſe be not furpris'd that-we 
live and enjoy one another in'that Ciry, 
wherc.gcnerally all our Fathers and'yours, 
excepting it may. be two or three fince 


Feſas 
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fe us Chrift and his Apoſtles, have been 
red up ; that we live peaceably in the ſame 
Church 1a which they livd , and therein 
= _ Salvation we hope they have 
ound. 


Permitted to be Printed, Given this Sixth 
of February, 1686. 
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